First Sunday in Lent
March 9, 2025

These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God
who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and confess with
the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn. This
is no small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is
a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word,
will wphold and sustain us.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them
to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk
safely through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Deuteronomy 26:1-11

The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this read-
ing. This festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God

in thanks. In this text, worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel.

When you have come into the land
that the LorDp your God is giving you
as an inheritance to possess, and you
possess it, and settle in it, *you shall
take some of the first of all the fruit of
the ground, which you harvest from
the land that the LorD your God is
giving you, and you shall put itin a
basket and go to the place that the
Lorp your God will choose as a dwell-
ing for his name. *You shall go to the
priest who is in office at that time, and
say to him, “Today I declare to the
LorD your God that I have come into
the land that the LORD swore to our
ancestors to give us.” *When the priest
takes the basket from your hand and
sets it down before the altar of the
LoRrp your God, °you shall make this
response before the LorRD your God:

“A wandering Aramean was my an-
cestor; he went down into Egypt and
lived there as an alien, few in number,
and there he became a great nation,
mighty and populous. *“When the
Egyptians treated us harshly and af-
flicted us, by imposing hard labor on
us, ‘we cried to the Lorp, the God
of our ancestors; the Lorp heard
our voice and saw our affliction, our
toil, and our oppression. *The LORD
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm, with a
terrifying display of power, and with
signs and wonders; *and he brought us
into this place and gave us this land,
a land flowing with milk and honey.
10So now 1 bring the first of the fruit
of the ground that you, O LoRrD, have
given me.” You shall set it down before
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Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in
prayer for the church, the world, and
all those in need.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, speak your word anew
among your church. Strengthen it to
withstand the temptation to turn in-
ward in fear or complacency. Embolden
church institutions to turn from self-
preservation toward the self-giving love
of Jesus. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Mothering God, speak the word of
life into wilderness places and fertile
fields. Grant wisdom to your people,
that we may quell the urge to strip
lands of their resources and instead
preserve first fruits for future genera-
tions. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Almighty God, speak a word of wisdom
to people in positions of power: may-
ors, councils, and tribal leaders, leg-
islators, judges and juries, presidents,
and monarchs. Help them discern
your voice and follow your guidance,
resisting the temptations of the evil
one. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Preparing for Next Week

Steadfast God, speak words of cour-
age to your people in the wilderness.
Protect migrants and refugees on per-
ilous journeys, that they find safe ref-
uge and a portion in the bounty you
have given humanity to share. God, in
your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Loving God, speak gently to all who
are alone. Bless lay ministers, home
communion teams, and others who at-
tend to those who are overlooked, vul-
nerable, or lonely, that all find belong-
ing in your love. We pray for all who
are ill (especially). God, in your mercy,
receive our prayet.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Living God, we give thanks for all the
faithful who have crossed the thresh-
old from death to life (especially). Guide
us who are living to learn from their
wisdom and follow their example.
God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and
draw all things together in your love,
in the name of Jesus, who leads us
from death to life.

Amen.

Monday (commemoration of Harriet Tubman, 1913; Sojourner Truth, 1883; renewers of society) Psalm
17. Tuesday Zechariah 3:1-10. Wednesday (commemoration of Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604)
Job 1:1-22. Thursday Psalm 27. Friday Philippians 3:17-20. Saturday Psalm 118:26-29. Second Sunday in
Lent Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17—4:1; Luke 13:31-35.
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