Celebrate

Sunday, September 29, 2024
19th Sunday after Pentecost

(]

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the disciples
want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied
without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes
good being done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around
Jesus® word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t
keep tabs on.

Prayer of the Day

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us
a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God pro-
vides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows the
spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit.

What constitutes real leadership?

The rabble among them had a strong
craving; and the Israelites also wept again,
and said, “If only we had meat to eat! *We
remember the fish we used to eatin Egypt
for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons,
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; ®but
now our strength is dried up, and there is
nothing at all but this manna to look at.”

“Moses heard the people weeping
throughout their families, all at the en-
trances of their tents. Then the LORD
became very angry, and Moses was dis-
pleased. 'So Moses said to the LORD,
“Why have you treated your servant so
badly? Why have I not found favor in your
sight, that you lay the burden of all this
people on me? ?Did I conceive all this
people? Did I give birth to them, that you
should say to me, ‘Carry them in your
bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child,’
to the land that you promised on oath
to their ancestors? *Where am I to get
meat to give to all this people? For they
come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us
meat to eat!’ I am not able to carry all

this people alone, for they are too heavy
for me. If this is the way you are going
to treat me, put me to death at once—if
I have found favor in your sight—and do
not let me see my misery.”

1°So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather
for me seventy of the elders of Israel,
whom you know to be the elders of the
people and officers over them; bring
them to the tent of meeting, and have
them take their place there with you.”

#So Moses went out and told the peo-
ple the words of the LORD; and he gath-
ered seventy elders of the people, and
placed them all around the tent. ®Then
the LORD came down in the cloud and
spoke to him, and took some of the spirit
that was on him and put it on the seventy
elders; and when the spirit rested upon
them, they prophesied. But they did not
do so again.

*%Two men remained in the camp,
one named Eldad, and the other named
Medad, and the spirit rested on them;
they were among those registered, but
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Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Drawn together in the power of the
Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for
the church, God’s good creation, and
all who are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the people of God in all
places. Shape our witness to the good
news of Jesus that we joyfully share your
transforming love with all whom we
encounter. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the healing of the earth.
Renew oceans and seas, marshes and
estuaries. Uphold the work of conser-
vationists, oceanographers, and all who
care for fragile ecosystems and habitats.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for peace and cooperation
among local and global communi-
ties. Bless the efforts of community
organizers, international aid work-
ers, and all those who work for justice
and peace around the world. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Preparing for Next Week

We pray for all who are in any need. To
all who grieve, bring consolation; to all
who are weary or lonely, bring solace.
By your grace, make your presence
known among all who call to you for
healing (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for caregivers: doctors and
nurses, home health aides and coun-
selors, and those who care for loved
ones (other caregivers or individuals may be
named). Sustain them in their work and
help us to build a health care system
that supports all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the saints who
now rest in your eternal presence. In
thanksgiving for their lives of faithful
service and witness, we commend them
to your loving care. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers
to you, holy God, in the name of your

beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Monday (commemoration of Jerome, translator, teacher, 420) Psalm 5. Tuesday Zechariah
8:18-23. Wednesday Matthew 18:6-9. Thursday Psalm 8. Friday (commemoration of Francis of
Assisi, renewer of the church, 1226; Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, 1864) Romans 8:1-11.
Saturday Luke 16:14-18. 20th Sunday after Pentecost (commemoration of William Tyndale,
translator, martyr, 1536) Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8; Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16.
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